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ABSTRACT: In this study, we showcase the fabrication of two
nanorings resembling beehives using intricately designed donor−
acceptor (D-A) fluorophores. The D−A fluorophores, featuring three
twisted fluorene groups on each side of the acceptor group, adopt a
bent conformation that promotes the creation of a nanoring
morphology upon aggregation. With porosity for maximum binding
sites, high emission efficiency, and well-organized arrangements, the
nanoring-based hives offer exceptional sensitivity and selectivity in the
detection of organic sulfides. Particularly, nanorings formed from
benzselenodiazole-containing molecules exhibit heightened sensitivity,
achieving a limit of detection (LOD) of 0.2 ppb for dimethyl sulfide
and 17 ppb for dimethyl disulfide. Due to its unparalleled sensitivity
and selectivity, which was not achievable with previous optical sensors,
this technology enables the continuous monitoring of meat spoilage in its early stages on an hourly basis. This provides crucial
insights into the exact moments when freshness begins to deteriorate and how long the meat can be stored for.
KEYWORDS: nanorings, beehive-like superstructures, fluorescence detection, organic sulfides, meat freshness

Porous nanostructures have sparked substantial interest
because of their distinct pore-related properties, offering

numerous opportunities for applications.1−14 The self-
assembly of fluorescence sensing molecules into porous
nanostructures is anticipated to enhance sensitivity by
maximizing binding sites and facilitating mass transfer.
However, fluorophores usually possess a π-conjugated
structure, causing them to form solid aggregates through π-
interactions. Fluorescence sensors utilizing these solid
aggregates often suffer from drawbacks such as moderate
fluorescence emission,8−14 limited active sites, and poor mass
transfer, resulting in decreased sensitivity in signal responses.
An alternative strategy entails employing fluorophores
featuring aggregation-induced emission (AIE) attributes as
foundational elements.15−25 However, porous materials based
on AIE usually exhibit only moderate emission efficiency,
which greatly restricts the development of high-performance
fluorescence-quenching sensors with signal amplification
capabilities.19,21−23

The utilization of donor−acceptor (D-A) fluorophores with
a twisted rigid molecular structure may provide a viable
solution to the above limitations. First, D−A fluorophores
demonstrate high emission efficiency in both solution and the
solid state.26 Second, they exhibit strong dipole−dipole
interactions and some degree of π-coupling in ordered
structures, potentially promoting exciton migration by
surmounting reorganization energy barriers.27,28 Third, by
selecting different donor (D) or acceptor (A) moieties while

preserving the molecular scaffold, it becomes feasible to finely
tune the physicochemical properties of D−A fluorophores to
enhance sensor sensitivity. Once self-assembled into porous
nanostructures, these characteristics are anticipated to position
D−A fluorophores as promising novel fluorescence-quenching
sensors with excellent sensitivity and selectivity. Nevertheless, a
strategic approach to the fabrication of D−A fluorophore-
based porous nanostructures for highly sensitive detection
purposes is still absent.
In this study, we report the development of two bent-shaped

D−A fluorophores 1 and 2 (Figure 1a), each featuring three
twisted fluorene groups on each side of the acceptor group
(the benzothiadiazole or benzoselenadiazole group). The bent
molecular structures induce macroscopic curvature upon
aggregation, leading to the formation of two closely resembling
nanorings. The nanorings further form beehive-like super-
structures, showcasing high emission efficiency, porosity for
maximum binding sites, and well-organized arrangements.
These attributes make them ideal candidates for the sensitive
detection of organic sulfides through fluorescence-quenching
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sensing. Particularly, nanorings made from fluorophore 2 can
achieve a limit of detection (LOD) as low as 0.2 ppb for
dimethyl sulfide. In addition to their exceptional sensitivity, the
nanoring-based hives demonstrate outerstanding selectivity
toward organic sulfides, effectively distinguishing them from
common interferences like moisture and various organic
solvents. The nanorings’ capabilities make them well suited
for the continuous monitoring of meat spoilage in its very early
stages on an hourly basis, revealing the exact moments when
freshness begins to deteriorate and how long the meat can be
stored for.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Synthesis and Self-Assembly of Fluorophores 1 and 2. The

synthesis route and characterization of fluorophores 1 and 2 can be
found in the Supporting Information (Figures S1−S12). The
formation of nanorings from either fluorophore 1 or 2 involved
injecting 0.2 mL of a chloroform solution containing 1 or 2 (0.1 mg/
mL) into 1 mL of acetonitrile in a 4 mL vial. The resulting solution
was then left to age at 22 °C for 5 h.
Structure and Optical Characterization. Fluorescence-mode

optical microscopic images were obtained by using an Olympus IX71
inverted fluorescence microscope. Scanning electron microscopy
(SEM) images were recorded by using a Hitachi S-8010 microscope.

Cryo-SEM images were recorded on a Hitachi S-4700 cold field
emission gun scanning electron microscope equipped with a Nitrogen
slush freezer and a transfer system (Leica EM HPM100). The
solution samples were frozen by dropping them into a frozen sample
holder and submerging them in liquid nitrogen for quick freezing.
After being frozen, the sample holder was transferred to the EM
ACE600 sputtering instrument for conductive spraying. Selected area
electron diffraction (SAED) patterns were acquired by using a JEOL
2100 electron microscope with an electron beam energy of 120 kV.
UV−vis absorption spectra were obtained by using a UV−visible
microscope from CRAIC Technologies, Inc. Fluorescence spectra
were recorded on a Hitachi F-7000 fluorometer. Fluorescence
quantum yields of the nanorings were measured using a Hamamatsu
Absolute PL Quantum Yield C11247 spectrometer coupled with an
integrating sphere. The fluorescence lifetime was measured by using a
time-resolved (TR) photoluminescence instrument (LifeSpec II,
Edinburgh Instruments). Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) measure-
ments were performed on a PAN alytical X’Pert PRO instrument (40
kV, 200 mA). Powder 2D XRD measurements were conducted on a
Rigaku S/Max 3000 instrument (40 keV, 30 mA).
Fluorescence Sensing. Fluorescence sensing of organic sulfide

(dimethyl sulfide and dimethyl disulfide) and other interferents was
performed using a custom-made device consisting of a sensory quartz
tube and an ultrasensitive silicon diode detector (Figure S13). After
the sensory quartz tube was loaded with 30 μL of a nanoring solution
in a mixture of chloroform and acetonitrile (0.02 mM), the tube,
which had dimensions of 2.5 cm in length, 0.5 mm in external
diameter, and 0.1 mm in inner diameter, was emptied of solvent using
a capillary. Subsequently, the sensory quartz tube, now adorned with
nanorings on its inner surface, was dried by using a blower. By
following the procedure, a sensory quartz tube was created, which
contained nanorings assembled from both fluorophore 2 and
fluorophore 1. This tube was then tested for its fluorescence
responses to organic sulfides and other potential interferents in the
gas phase at different concentrations. The process of creating different
concentrations of gaseous dimethyl sulfides involved sealing a 20 mL
jar with 0.5 mL of dimethyl sulfide overnight to saturate the vapor. To
achieve varying concentrations, a small volume of saturated vapor was
injected into a sealed 20 mL vial. The diluted vapor was then drawn
into the sensory quartz tube by using an air pump operating at 150
mL/min for the sensing test. The diluted vapors of dimethyl disulfide
as well as interferents at different concentrations were generated using
the same procedure.

Figure 1. (a) Molecular structures of D−A fluorophores 1 and 2. (b)
DFT calculated optimal molecular conformations of fluorophores 1
and 2.

Figure 2. (a) SEM image of the beehive-like superstructure comprising nanorings formed by fluorophore 1. (b) Magnified SEM image of the
nanorings. (c) Schematic diagram of the molecular packing of fluorophore 1 in the nanorings. (d) Absorption (dashed) and fluorescence spectra
(solid) of fluorophore 1 (0.09 mg/mL) in toluene (black) and nanorings placed on a glass slide (green). (e) Fluorescence-mode optical
microscopic image of the highly porous multilayer film comprising nanorings formed from fluorophore 1.
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■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The design of bent-shaped D−A fluorophores 1 and 2,
featuring three fluorene groups on each side of the acceptor
group (Figure 1a), was based on the following considerations.
First, the multiple D groups on each side of the A group can
enhance intermolecular interactions (e.g., hydrophobic inter-
actions between long alkyl chains), thereby promoting the
formation of long-range ordered structures. Second, the
increased fluorene units in fluorophore 1 promote a bent
molecular conformation, as depicted in Figure 1b. The bent-
shaped conformation enables the introduction of curvature
upon aggregation, leading to the formation of a porous tubular
structure.4,29 Third, the A groups in fluorophores 1 and 2,
specifically the benzothiadiazole and benzoselenadiazole
groups, exhibit distinct chemical properties, allowing for the
adjustment of molecular electronic and optical characteristics
while preserving the molecular scaffold and packing config-
uration.
The self-assembly of fluorophore 1 was carried out by

injecting 0.2 mL of a chloroform solution of 1 (0.1 mg/mL)
into 1 mL of acetonitrile in a 4 mL vial. The resulting solution
was then aged at 22 °C for 5 h. SEM imaging revealed the
formation of ring-like structures with outer wall diameters of
approximately 150 nm (Figure 2a,b). TEM further showed that
the wall thicknesses of the formed nanorings varied from 10 to
40 nm (Figure S14). Notably, the nanorings formed a closely
packed aggregation, resembling a beehive superstructure, and
were vertically positioned on a substrate (Figure 2a). To make
sure that the nanorings were formed in solution and not
spontaneously when dried, we employed Cryo-SEM to directly
visualize the morphology of the aggregates formed in solution.
Figure S15 displays beehive superstructures that closely
resemble those seen in Figure 2a, providing further evidence
of the self-assembly of nanorings in solution. The formation of
the beehive superstructure is attributed to the clustering of
hydrophobic long alkyl side chains between bent-shaped
fluorophore 1, which is facilitated by polar acetonitrile. The

clustering is expected to be interrupted by adding hexane,
which has competitive hydrophobic interactions with the long
alkyl side chains of fluorophore 1. Indeed, the introduction of
hexane led to the disassembly of the beehive superstructures
into dispersed nanorings in solution. These observations
underscore the significance of solvophobic interactions of
fluorophore 1 in polar acetonitrile in the development of the
beehive-like superstructures. In addition, we used hexane
instead of acetonitrile for the self-assembly of fluorophore 1.
Due to the initial involvement of the interactions between
hexane and the long alkyl side chains of fluorophore 1 in the
self-assembly, distinct nonuniform microsheets were formed, as
shown in Figure S16. The powder XRD analysis showed that
these microsheets exhibited a different molecular packing
compared to the nanorings (Figure S17), emphasizing again
the crucial role of polar acetonitrile in the nanorings’
formation.
To gain more detailed information on the molecular packing

of bent-shaped fluorophore 1, we performed powder and two-
dimensional (2D) XRD analysis of the nanorings. The d-
spacing of 1.09 and 0.39 nm in powder XRD patterns (Figure
S18) corresponds to the intermolecular distance along the ring
width and π-stacking of the end groups, respectively (Figure
2c). In comparison to the powder XRD results, the 2D XRD
patterns exhibited a prominent peak at 6°, corresponding to a
d-spacing of 1.54 nm (Figure S19). This distinct peak observed
in the vertically aligned nanorings can be attributed to the
intermolecular distance within the wall thickness (Figure 2c).
Selected area electron diffraction of a single ring (tubule)
revealed d-spacings of 1.09 nm perpendicular to the long axis
and 1.14 nm parallel to it (Figure S20), corresponding to the
intermolecular distances along these two directions. The data
together provide insight into the molecular arrangement of
fluorophore 1 within the nanorings, as illustrated in Figure 2c.
Within this packing diagram, the ordered nanorings of bent-
shaped fluorophore 1 are constructed by the hydrophobic
interactions of the long alkyl chains and the π-interactions of

Figure 3. (a) SEM image of the beehive-like superstructure comprising nanorings formed by fluorophore 2. (b) Magnified SEM image of the
nanorings. (c) Absorption (dashed) and fluorescence spectra (solid) of fluorophore 2 (0.09 mg/mL) in toluene (black) and the nanorings placed
on a glass slide (red). (d) Fluorescence-mode optical microscopic image of the highly porous multilayer film comprising nanorings formed from
fluorophore 2.
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the end groups. Notably, the helical packing can extend inward
within the nanorings, giving rise to varying wall thickness.
Despite the formation of ordered structures, the twisted
molecular backbone gives rise to a weak electronic coupling
between fluorophore 1. Figure 2d shows that the absorption
and fluorescence spectra of nanorings of fluorophore 1 were
slightly red-shifted (less than 10 nm) in comparison with those
of individual molecules of 1. The weak electronic coupling
results in a high emission efficiency of the nanorings of 1, with
a fluorescence quantum yield of approximately 88%, as
depicted in Figure 2e.
Fluorophore 2, like fluorophore 1, produced nanorings of

comparable geometry and size under identical self-assembly
conditions. Figure 3a,b depicts nanorings formed from 2 with
outer wall diameters of approximately 150 nm, exhibiting
variations in wall thickness. Powder and 2D XRD analyses of
the nanorings revealed patterns resembling those formed from
fluorophore 1 (Figures S21 and S22), implying that
fluorophore 2 adopted the same molecular organization as
fluorophore 1. This result is consistent with the same
molecular conformation of the two molecules, as depicted in
Figure 1b. Similarly, there is weak electronic coupling between
fluorophore 2 in nanorings as evidenced by the fact that the
absorption and fluorescence spectra of the nanorings were only
slightly red-shifted compared to those of individual molecules

(Figure 3c). The introduction of a benzoselenadiazole group
with enhanced electron-accepting capability did not alter the
molecular packing, yet it led to noticeable differences in the
optical characteristics of the nanorings produced by
fluorophore 2. As depicted in Figures 3c and 2d, a considerable
red shift was observed in the absorption and fluorescence
spectra of the nanorings of fluorophore 2 in comparison to
those of fluorophore 1 (Figure 2d). Specifically, there is a shift
in the charge-transfer absorption wavelength from 435 to 455
nm and a corresponding shift in the fluorescence maximum
from 535 to 569 nm. Moreover, the emission efficiency of the
nanorings formed by fluorophore 2 decreased to around 30%
(Figure 3d), significantly lower than that (88%) of the
nanorings formed from fluorophore 1 (Figure 2e). This
difference is likely attributed to increased dipole−dipole
interactions between adjacent molecules and the heavy atom
effect in fluorophore 2, which could amply the nonradiative
pathways of the fluorophores.30,31

Having obtained the two nanoring-based hives with high
porosity, high emission efficiency, and distinct optical and
electronic properties from different A groups, we next utilized
them to construct a two-membered sensor array for detecting
organic sulfides. Organic sulfides, such as dimethyl sulfide and
dimethyl disulfide, are produced by microbial metabolism
during meat spoilage or wound infection. These organic

Figure 4. Fluorescence responses of the nanoring-based hives formed from fluorophore 2 (orange) and those formed from fluorophore 1 (green)
to dimethyl sulfide (a), acetone (c), ethanol (d), and water (e) at different vapor concentrations. (b) Fitted fluorescence-quenching efficiency of
the two nanoring-based hives upon exposure to different concentrations of gaseous dimethyl sulfide. ΔI/I0 represents the change in fluorescence
intensity. The error bars represent the standard deviation of five measurements. (f) Columnar comparison of the fluorescence responses of the two
nanoring-based hives upon exposure to dimethyl sulfide, dimethyl disulfide, and various potential interferents at concentrations significantly higher
than those of the target sulfides. The error bars represent the standard deviation of five measurements.
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sulfides can be emitted readily due to their high volatility and
weak binding affinity with the other components in meats,
such as water and proteins. This differs significantly from the
case for amines, which can readily form hydrogen bonds with
amino acids or water, making them less prone to emission.
Therefore, the detection of gaseous organic sulfides signifies a
novel approach to evaluating meat freshness or spoilage,
especially given its swiftness and precision compared to the
current prevailing methods relying on the detection of
amines.32−43 Nonetheless, the assessment of meat freshness
through the fluorescence detection of gaseous organic sulfides
at trace levels remains rare and challenging. Recently, we
utilized two D−A fluorophores for the detection of organic
sulfides and monitoring meat spoilage stages.44 However, the
particles that form from these fluorophores do not possess the
requisite high porosity for effective mass transfer and
adsorption on the binding sites. The particles can detect
dimethyl sulfide only at subppm levels in real-world scenarios.
Moreover, the particles cannot detect dimethyl disulfide
(another common biomarker for meat spoilage and wound
infection). Consequently, the limited sensitivity to organic
sulfide poses a significant obstacle in the ongoing surveillance
of meat decay during its initial phases, thereby restricting its
practical uses. Here, the application of nanoring-based hives is
expected to address these sensitivity challenges. Figure 4a
shows the fluorescence responses of the sensor array to
dimethyl sulfide at trace levels, which were monitored by a
device with a silicon diode detector (Figure S13). Impressively,
the nanoring-based hive formed from fluorophore 2 demon-
strated remarkable fluorescence quenching when exposed to
dimethyl sulfide at a concentration of 4 ppb, as depicted in
Figure 4a. In stark contrast, a nanoring-based hive formed from
fluorophore 1 displayed significantly lower sensitivity, with a
difference of 2 orders of magnitude (Figure 4a). Despite this,
the detection sensitivity of nanorings formed from fluorophore
1 surpasses the previously reported best outcomes from our
lab.44 The enhanced sensitivity of the nanorings formed from
fluorophore 2 is ascribed to the stronger chalcogen bonding
between the benzoselenadiazole group and dimethyl sulfide,
which allows for the effective trapping of dimethyl sulfide and
subsequently triggers sensitive fluorescence-quenching re-
sponses. Given that the chalcogen bonding would lead to the
formation of a ground-state complex between organic sulfides
and fluorophores 1-2, the fluorescence quenching observed
above is anticipated to have no influence on the fluorescence
lifetime of fluorophores 1-2. Indeed, the fluorescence lifetime
of the two nanoring-based hives stayed the same regardless of
their exposure to different concentrations of dimethyl sulfide
(Figure S23) Furthermore, the fluorescence lifetime of both
fluorophores in solution was examined before and after the
introduction of different concentrations of organic sulfides.
Likewise, the fluorescence lifetime showed no change (Figure
S24). On the other hand, the fluorescence intensities
dependent on varying concentrations of dimethyl sulfide
show a good fit with the Stern−Volmer plot (Figure S25).
These observations indicate a static quenching mechanism via
the formation of a stable complex between organic sulfides and
fluorophores in the ground state. It should also be noted that
the binding constant between fluorophore 2 and dimethyl
sulfide is 1 order of magnitude larger than that between
fluorophore 1 and dimethyl sulfide. This is in line with the
significantly higher sensitivity of the nanorings formed from
fluorophore 2.

Based on the fluorescence-quenching efficiency (ΔI/I0) of
the two nanoring-based hives in relation to dimethyl sulfide
concentrations, a linear relationship can be established, as
depicted in Figure 4b. By defining three times the standard
deviation of measurement as the detectable signal and using
the linear relationship obtained in Figure 4b, the LOD was
calculated to be 0.2 ppb for the nanoring-based hive formed
from fluorophore 2, and 5 ppb for the nanoring-based hive
formed from fluorophore 1 (Figure S26). Of note, the
nanoring-based hive formed from fluorophore 2 also exhibited
effective detection of dimethyl disulfide, with an LOD of 17
ppb. In contrast, the nanoring-based hive formed from
fluorophore 1 showed no responses to dimethyl disulfide in
identical experimental conditions (Figure S27). It is worth
noting that the detection of dimethyl disulfide remains a
formidable task for fluorescence sensors, possibly due to its low
binding affinity for sensing materials. The notably low LOD,
particularly noticeable in the nanoring-based hive formed from
fluorophore 2, along with the rapid fluorescence-quenching
response of these nanorings to dimethyl sulfide (approximately
4 s, as illustrated in Figure S28), position the unique
nanomaterials advantageous for practical applications in real-
time assessment of meat freshness.
Next, we evaluated the fluorescence responses of the

nanoring-based hives formed from fluorophores 1 and 2
toward water, amines, and various VOCs that are typically
released during the process of meat spoilage and could
potentially interfere with the sensor performance. As
demonstrated in Figures 4c−e and S29, both nanoring-based
hives displayed enhanced and reversible responses to the
potential interferents at higher concentrations. The enhanced
and reversible responses are likely caused by the swelling of
nanorings upon encapsulation with the interferents, which can
temporarily decrease intermolecular interactions, thereby
increasing the emission of the molecular aggregate. A similar
swelling mechanism has been observed in polymer systems as
well.45 Due to the rapid and reversible nature, the positive
responses triggered by interferents do not mask the irreversible
quenching responses from organic sulfides when mixed
together with the interferents. Additionally, we assessed the
fluorescence responses of the nanoring-based hives formed
from fluorophores 2 under different temperature conditions
(25 and 60 °C). The results show that changes in temperature
have a minimal impact on the nanorings’ ability to detect
organic sulfides (Figure S30). Figure 4f presents a summary of
the responses of both nanoring-based hives to dimethyl sulfide
compared to different interferents, highlighting the nanorings’
high selectivity toward organic sulfides over various interfer-
ents. The exceptional sensitivity and selectivity demonstrated
above, coupled with the inherent advantages of affordability,
simplicity, and portability associated with fluorescence sensors,
would offer superior sensing capabilities in real-world scenarios
compared to other detection techniques like gas-chromatog-
raphy−mass spectrometry and chemiresistive sensors.42,43
These techniques often have one or more drawbacks such as
cumbersome instrumentation operation, high cost, lack of
portability, and low sensitivity.42,43

With their markedly improved sensitivity, the nanoring-
based hives could enable hourly monitoring of meat freshness,
providing accurate timing of spoilage. To validate this, the
sensor array, comprising two nanoring-based hives, was
exposed to time-dependent volatiles emitted from four meat
varieties (shrimp, fish, chicken, and pork). Prior to volatile
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collection, 5 g of meat was placed in a vial exposed to ambient
conditions (temperature: 18−20 °C; humidity: 30−35%) for a
set duration. Subsequently, the volatiles were collected by
sealing the vial containing the meat for 1 min. Figures 5a−c
show the typical fluorescence responses to the time-dependent
volatiles emitted from shrimp meat. Specifically, the two
nanoring-based hives exhibited enhanced responses rather than
quenching reactions when exposed to the volatiles released
from freshly prepared shrimp meat (Figure 5a). The results
indicate that volatile compounds released from freshly
prepared fish samples contain minimal levels of methyl sulfide.
When exposed to the volatiles released from shrimp meat aged
for 10 h, nanorings formed from fluorophore 2 initially showed
an increase in response, followed by fluorescence quenching
(Figure 5a). In contrast, the nanoring-based hive formed from
fluorophore 1 continued to exhibit a reversible enhanced
response to the same volatiles (Figure 5b), attributed to their
reduced sensitivity to dimethyl sulfide. Based on the standard
curves provided in Figure 4b and assuming that the quenching
responses were exclusively attributed to dimethyl sulfide, the
calculated concentration of dimethyl sulfide emitted from
shrimp meat aged for 10 h is 16 ppb. This result is consistent
with the outcome obtained from PTR ToF-MS,44 albeit with a
small margin of error. After 16 h of shrimp meat spoilage, the
released volatiles caused discernible fluorescence quenching of
the nanoring-based hive formed from fluorophore 1 (Figure
5a). As expected, the same volatiles triggered more substantial
fluorescence quenching in the nanoring-based hive formed
from fluorophore 2, which exhibits higher sensitivity to

dimethyl sulfide. By utilizing the individual standard curves
as depicted in Figure 4b, the concentrations of dimethyl sulfide
released from 24 h aged shrimp were calculated to be 187 and
199 ppb from the testing results of nanorings of 1 and 2,
respectively. Once again these concentration values align well
with the results obtained from PTR ToF-MS analysis.44 More
fluorescence responses to volatiles released from shrimp meat
on an hourly basis are presented in Figure S31. The
relationship between the fluorescence-quenching ratio (ΔI/
I0) and the concentrations of dimethyl sulfide released hourly
is illustrated in Figure 5d. The results decisively pinpoint two
critical time points (i.e., 8 and 16 h) for shrimp meat spoilage
under regular ambient conditions. At the specified time points,
either the nanoring-based hive formed from fluorophore 2
alone or both nanoring-based hives exhibited significant
quenching responses, correlating to approximately 4 and 68
ppb of dimethyl sulfide in the vapor collected within 1 min
over 5 g of shrimp. These time points mark two significant
transitions in the freshness stage, thereby being pivotal for
freshness assessment. Furthermore, the quenching ratios in
Figure 5d allow for the estimation of shrimp shelf life under
normal conditions, providing crucial data for freshness
evaluation.
Analogous to the case of shrimp, the two nanoring-based

hives enabled the hourly monitoring of the freshness of other
meats, providing accurate timing of spoilage (Figures 6a−c and
S32−S34). Based on the relationship between the fluores-
cence-quenching ratio and the estimated concentrations of
dimethyl sulfide as a function of the storage duration of meat

Figure 5. (a) Fluorescence responses of the two nanoring-based hives to the volatiles collected over 1 min from 5 g of shrimp meat that was stored
at 18−20 °C for various durations. (d) Fluorescence-quenching ratios (ΔI/I0) of the two nanoring-based hives when exposed to the volatiles
collected over 1 min from 5 g of shrimp meat that were stored at 18−20 °C for hourly durations, which corresponds to the calculated
concentrations of dimethyl sulfide contained in the emitted volatiles.

Figure 6. (a−c) Fluorescence-quenching ratios (ΔI/I0) of the two nanoring-based hives when exposed to the volatiles collected over 1 min from 5
g of pork (a), chicken (b), and fish (c) meat that were stored at room temperature for hourly durations, which corresponds to the calculated
concentrations of dimethyl sulfide contained in the emitted volatiles.
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samples, the difference of two transition time points was
observed for different meat samples (Figure 6). These data
clearly indicate the spoilage difference of different meat.
Likewise, the estimated concentrations of dimethyl sulfide
released at 10 and 24 h for pork, chicken, and fish align with
the results obtained from PTR ToF-MS analysis.44 This
supports the reliability of our sensor array for the ultrasensitive
detection of organic sulfides.

■ CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, we have successfully fabricated two nanorings
with high emission efficiency, porosity for maximum binding
sites, and organized structures by employing two bent-shaped
D−A fluorophores. Each fluorophore comprises three twisted
fluorene groups flanking the acceptor group (benzothiadiazole
or benzoselenadiazole group), resulting in a bent conformation
that promotes the creation of a nanoring morphology during
aggregation. The nanorings can assemble closely adjacent to
one another to form beehive-like superstructures. The
nanoring-based hives exhibit exceptional sensitivity and
specificity in detecting organic sulfides, including dimethyl
disulfide, a compound that has not been previously identified.
This information, previously unattainable with optical sensors,
is crucial for practical evaluations of meat freshness and
accelerates the identification of quality deterioration.
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